
 
14th February 2019                    Week 3                      Term 1 

 

From The Principal’s Desk 

Undoubtedly you would all be aware of the, Prince Harry initiated, Invictus Games which are held annually and last 
October, in Sydney. (Have just finished watching a great documentary on it.) The aim of the competition is to support 
veterans in their recovery after conflict, in Harry’s words “to ​demonstrate the power of sport to inspire recovery, support 
rehabilitation and demonstrate life beyond disability." 
 
You are probably thinking the Games were named after the 2009 movie about South African rugby or maybe you know 
that ​invictus​ is Latin for ​unconquered​ but there is a more interesting story behind it. 
 
William Ernest Henley was an influential British poet and journalist who died early last century. He was struck down with 
tuberculosis at the age of 12. Consequently, the TB ‘went to the bone’ when he was 19 and he became severely 
incapacitated and the same year, his father died. His ill health continued and, in later life, he spent 3 years in hospital, 
where he wrote his most notable poem, ‘​Invictus’​. 
 
William was, according to colleagues at the time, a ‘great, glowing fellow’, a red head who, in spite of his disability and ill 
health, was ‘jovial, astoundingly clever…with unimaginable fire and vitality’. His positive force of nature was so notable; 
Robert Louis Stevenson used his character as a model for Long John Silver in ​Treasure Island​. 
 
William married in 1878 and fathered only one child, the fragile Margaret. James Matthew Barrie, the famous author, was 
a close family friend and wrote his children’s book Peter Pan for her. Margaret called Barrie ‘fwendy-wendy’ and that is 
how the name Wendy was invented. Sadly she died, at age five, before the book was published. 
 
So William was a man who endured much angst in his life; a life of constant pain, terrible ill health and the loss of his only 
child. His poem ​Invictus​ is a testament to his strength of will and endurance. We cannot guarantee long and happy lives 
for our children – bad things happen to good people and good things happen to bad people.  
 
But, our job as teachers and parents, is to ensure whatever mountains lay ahead, our young charges : Prep to Year 6, are 
prepared to climb them, to see the positives and to be captains of their souls - to be unconquered by the whims of this 
earthly life. 

Invictus 
Out of the night that covers me,  

      Black as the pit from pole to pole,  
I thank whatever gods may be  

      For my unconquerable soul.  
  

In the fell clutch of circumstance  
      I have not winced nor cried aloud.  

Under the bludgeonings of chance  
      My head is bloody, but unbowed.  

  
Beyond this place of wrath and tears  

      Looms but the Horror of the shade,  
And yet the menace of the years  

      Finds and shall find me unafraid.  
  

It matters not how strait the gate,  
      How charged with punishments the scroll,  

I am the master of my fate,  
      I am the captain of my soul. 

All the best           Max Martin 

 



 

 

Important Dates 

February 
Tuesday 19th – AGM of our P. and F. association at 5.30pm. 
Friday 22nd – Bishop’s inservice day in Rockhampton. Pupil free day. 
Tuesday 26th – School board meeting 7pm. 
Thursday 28th - Interschool Chess competition at TCC in Rockhampton. 
March  
Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd – Diocesan P. and F. conference 
Tuesday 5th – Shrove Tuesday. Pancake breakfast at school from 7.45am. 
Wednesday 6th – Ash Wednesday. First day of Lent. 
Thursday 14th - St Brendan’s College discovery day 9am - 2.30pm 
Friday 15th – School disco 6pm – 7.30pm in our MPA. 
Tuesday 19th – Sacred Heart cross country Prep to Year 6 at school. 
Friday 29th – Keppel Coast District cross country 
April  
Monday 1st – Sacred Heart Years 4 to 6 800 metre races at St Benedict’s School from 9.15am. 
Tuesday 2nd – Years 4 to 6 athletics carnival at school from 9.15am. 
Thursday 4th – Easter assembly 8.40am. 
Friday 5th – Final day for Term 1 
Sunday 14th – Palm Sunday 
Friday 19th – Good Friday 
Sunday 21st – Easter Sunday 
Monday 22nd – Easter Monday. Public holiday. 
Tuesday 23rd – School resumes for Term 2. 
 

Congratulations To Our Elected School Captains 

Our elected captains are: 
 
Semester 1 School Captains: Sophie Lewis, Cass Smallwood 
Semester 1 Vice School Captains Zsa Zsa Hart, Haylen Luckel-Dent 

 
Tabor House: Jessica Gleeson, Josh Russell  
Cana House: Tileah Ramke, Jye Svensen  
Galilee House: Bria Goldman, Mason Dendle  
Jordan House:  Eliza Green, Murphy Catt 
 
Well done to all these children.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




