
 
7th March 2019                    Week 6                      Term 1 

 

From The Principal’s Desk 

 
Recently I was doing our shopping in one of the local supermarket. I had a very simple list to follow. About one aisle into 
it, I noticed a very odd sensation on my feet. Underfoot was gritty and sticky.  
 
I had thong-shod feet and a great cloying uncomfortableness had nestled between my toes. To my horror, on looking 
back, there was sugar spilled all down the aisle, it even went right around the corner. Every aisle I walked, I crunched 
through a steady carpet of sugar. 
 
Soon after I met fellow shoppers and we complained about the service, such a shrine to consumerism was normally 
spotless. Shoppers coming the other way (the rare clockwise shopper) said the floor was fine so we warned them of the 
perils ahead. ‘Look down as you shop’, I warned. ‘They haven’t cleaned it up yet.’ 
 
They, of course, was my nod to the management who were obviously not up to speed in keeping clean their aisles. 
 
Eventually, I came to the really confusing section in any shopping centre, the section which keeps ‘changing its mind’. I 
pondered long and hard, squinting at the 43 types of toothpaste, ultimately chancing upon the old favourite ‘regular’.  
 
Walking on to the equally daunting deodorant section, crunching, crunching as I went, I glanced back down the aisle. A 
perfectly symmetrical mini-pyramid towered in front of the toothpaste. There was another near the shampoo section. 
 
Then I knew. 
 
It wasn’t ​they’s​ fault – glancing down I saw a once robust 2kg packet of sugar sadly depleted. Amazing really how far a 
kilogram goes. 
 
I could see in the distance, efficient employees of the store madly following behind me. Sheepishly I had to confess. They 
were very polite but I could see their disbelief, that anyone could walk that far, without realising they were the culprit.  
 
Too busy blaming everyone else, I realised. 
 
I’m sure it has happened to all of us, mounting that ‘high horse’ to find the Truth to be an uncomfortable lesson about 
ourselves. It’s one of the tougher lessons we and our children learn, to accept ​responsibility for their actions​. To see 
their own areas where they ‘spill the sugar’ and admit they need to change. 
 
This is normal.  
 
The arguments, the looking for excuses, are one way our kids ‘push those boundaries’.  
 
The worst response is to get exhausted and either let them get away with it thus reinforcing the fact that the behaviour is 
‘okay’ or worse ‘backing them up’ every time, so they think they are innocent, bulletproof. 
 
We can’t protect our kids from their mistakes but we can guide them to learn from them. 
 
What have I learned from my mistake. I try not to be so quick to judge and I am now very, very tolerant of any mess on 
supermarket floors. Perhaps, I will not be asked to do the shopping again. 
 
All the best Max Martin  
  
  
  
 

 



 

 

Important Dates 

March  
Friday 8th - International Women’s Day 
Tuesday 12th - Year 5A excursion to North Keppel Island 
Wednesday 13th - Year 5G excursion to North Keppel Island 
Thursday 14th - St Brendan’s College discovery day 9am - 2.30pm 
Thursday 14th - St Ursula’s College discovery day 8.30am - 3pm 
Friday 15th – School disco 6pm to 7.30pm in our MPA. 
Tuesday 19th – Sacred Heart cross country Prep to Year 6 at school. 
Friday 29th – Keppel Coast District cross country 
April  
Monday 1st – Sacred Heart Years 4 to 6 800 metre races at St Benedict’s School from 9.15am. 
Tuesday 2nd – Years 4 to 6 athletics carnival at school from 9.15am. 
Thursday 4th – Easter assembly 8.40am. 
Friday 5th – Final day for Term 1 
Sunday 14th – Palm Sunday 
Friday 19th – Good Friday 
Sunday 21st – Easter Sunday 
Monday 22nd – Easter Monday. Public holiday. 
Tuesday 23rd – School resumes for Term 2. 
 

The Season of Lent 

During the season of Lent, we have a focus on Caritas and Project Compassion. Through donating to Project 
Compassion, we support many people, their families and communities.  Each week during Lent we will feature a particular 
person and the project which is being supported by Caritas. There is a link for each story for your family to 
watch.  Thank you to our families for supporting our efforts in assisting others in need. 
Project Compassion - Week 1    Thandolwayo - Zimbabwe 
Twelve-year-old Thandolwayo would walk seven kilometres each day, threatened by crocodiles, to collect 
contaminated water for her family. It looked like she would never realise her hope of finishing her 
education and becoming a nurse, until a Caritas Australia supported project created access to clean water 
helping Thandolwayo to stay at school and achieve a future full of hope. You can learn more about 
Thandolwayo and her story here - click on the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=​JroUjoBwHYA 
 

Pancake Tuesday 

Many thanks to everyone who assisted and supported with our Pancake Tuesday breakfast this week and to Mrs Collins 
for organising the event. 
 
We raised over $300 for our Caritas appeal which is all about helping those less fortunate than ourselves. 
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